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FREE MONEY 
1) Do you have a technology/media idea that you need a bit of cash to implement? The NYS Edu-
cational Media and Technology Association is accepting applications for two $1,000 grants. (There 

have been very few applications received. I know) Application is at this link. http://goo.gl/vIQ7XD 

2) STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD—The award consists of a cash prize and certificate. It encourages 
students to explore the wealth of historical records found in archives, libraries, and other community 
organizations throughout New York State Link: http://www.archives.nysed.gov/grants/

grants_student_sraguidelines.shtml 

THOUSAND ISLAND BOOK FESTIVAL 
Come and meet some of your favorite children’s authors, illustrators and 

entertainers. 

Bryan Collier, Matt McElligott ,Aline Newman, Justin and Gary VanRiper 

Michelle Knudsen, Matt Phelan, Vivian Vande-Velde, Suzanne Bloom.  

Storytellers Lynn Morgan 

Poet Kalli Dakos 

http://tibookfest.wix.com/home 

LITTLE BITS  
Would you like a set of little bits to add to or begin a “maker space”. I have some funds that must 
be spent. Let me know if you are interested and would like a set or two. 

Also, excellent article here: http://goo.gl/Z3DVRl 

AUG. 16 -INFORMATION FLUENCY-FUN ALL-YEAR-LONG   
Please consider joining us on August 16 for a fun day with Mary Zdrojewski. I heard from others 

who have seen her, that she is a fantastic presenter, and I was anxious to get her here for all of you 

This new presentation for 2016 features fun library activities that align with the Empire Information 
Fluency Continuum and focus on a student-centered, inquiry-driven school library program. Great 
for school librarians and classroom teachers, this day-long workshop includes a variety of songs, 
games, crafts, and activities for teaching information literacy skills to students in grades K-6. The 
presentation will include an introduction to the Empire Information Fluency Continuum and how to 
make it work for your library, crowd favorites from previous years’ workshops, and all new student-
tested and librarian-approved fun activities to keep you celebrating library skills from September 

to June and beyond.  

Mary Zdrojewski is a PK-12 school librarian. She strives to constantly improve her school library 
program with fun hands-on activities that support state and national standards, and she shares her 
successful activities with other librarians through her presentations across New York State. 
 

MINECRAFT LINKS  
For those of you working with Minecraft, here are a few links you might find useful. 
Lesson plans: https://goo.gl/PDZ1Mp 

From the NY Times. Also contains a great video link. http://goo.gl/dq69il 

PAST NEWSLETTERs 

CAN BE FOUND AT 
http://www.citiboces.org/sls 

Fear kills more dreams that failure ever will .  
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NEW REGENTS EXAM  
You may think this doesn’t apply to you, especially if you are working at the elementary level and are not a Social Studies teacher, 
but the link below shows you a prototype of the Global Regents exam the current 8th grades will be taking in 2018. However we 
don’t start preparing kids for this test at middle school or high school. We need to start at an early age to help them understand and 
pull information out of texts, photo’s graphs, maps, etc. and apply their background knowledge to these documents. There is important 
information regarding the new Regents Exam in Global History and Geography II found at https://www.engageny.org/resource/
regents-exam-global-history-and-geography-ii 
 

ILL ENVELOPES 
We are experiencing a MAJOR problem with ILL envelopes not being addressed properly. When returning envelopes to the School 

Library System, DO NOT USE THE WORD “OSWEGO” 

Please follow the format below and pass this information onto your aid/clerk of you are not the one who handles ILL.  Thanks for your 

cooperation. 

Att:  Lisa DeMarco 

Library:   School Library System 

District:   CiTi BOCES 

TRIALS  
1) PrepSTEP™ is a dynamic online platform that can help students succeed in high school and be-
yond. It is packed with powerful skill-building resources in English, math, and science—for use in self
-directed study. It includes comprehensive preparation for the SAT®, ACT®,  and AP® tests. Students 
can also build workplace skills, explore careers, build basic computer skills, and much more. To begin using the site, please follow 

these steps: Click this link: www.prepstep.com/highschool   User Name: hischool@learnx.com  Password: password 

2) NewsBank  Trial runs through May 31. http://infoweb.newsbank.com 

Username: ncdnyboces  Password: ncdnyboces 

LIBRARIANS, YOU HAVE BEEN CHALLENGED! 

http://www.districtdispatch.org/2016/04/16710/ 

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 
Just a point of clarification. In the summer of 2008, Adam Wall approached the SLS and asked us to sponsor i.e. pay the registration 
fee for Oswego County School to participate in the Alaska Library Association’s Battle of the Books program. It seems that the previ-

ous sponsors decided they could no longer do this. We are happy to do so and will continue to support this great event in this manner.  

We will continue to organize and print the program and be the one to receive the questions and passwords. However, it is you the 
participants, the librarians who take care of everything else: site, judges, book purchase, question readers, medals and plaques and 

who decide which titles to keep or eliminate. This is not the School Library System’s decision to make.  

A few people have emailed me asking about which titles will be included this year. Each time, I have sent that request back out to the 
listserv for you all to discuss and decide. I thought that a decision could be made using this format, rather than take time for a meet-
ing. If a meeting is preferable I will be happy to schedule one and will be glad to act as referee!.  Perhaps there is no urgency to 
decide, but I sensed you wanted this settled soon. I am asking if at least one person from each district send me an email to let me 
know if you want a meeting or feel you can decide on this via email. Here is the link again to the list of books. https://www.akla.org/

akasl/bb/2016tentativelist.pdf 

ADMINISTRATOR/ADVOCATE OF THE YEAR NOMINATION  
The Oswego School Library System at CiTi BOCES is pleased to announce its intention to honor educational administrators, advocates, 
and/or collaborative teachers and partners who have demonstrated significant support for school libraries. The awards will be given 
to those that support the mission of school libraries in their role to positively impact student achievement. Please consider nominating 
your superintendent, educational administrators, collaborative teaching partners or community members who promote and support the 
school library as the center for student learning, innovation, creativity and instructional partnerships. Deadline for submissions is May 

9, 2016.  Link to nomination form. 
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